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Supporting UA’s world-class drone program

Beyond the visual line of sight (BVLOS) 
�ights and integration into public 

airspace open new possible industries 
and applications.

UA drone program FY24 - $20M
�e UA’s Alaska Center for Unmanned Aircra� Systems 
Integration (ACUASI) will expand to develop the drone 
test and evaluation capabilities for drone and payload 
manufacturers across the state; implement workforce de-
velopment and educational programs for students at all 



University of Alaska 

Supporting UA’s world-class drone program
development drone operator and mechanic pro-
grams being developed as a part of this e�ort. CTC 
will be hiring another faculty member, a certi�ed 
�ight instructor, and two educational designers to 
develop drone certi�cation courses for distance de-
livery and dual enrollment programs across Alaska.  
�e program will acquire test equipment, drones, 
educational materials, and other items required to 
support the new curriculum. 

c. ACUASI and its educational partners will bring in 
two new remote sensing faculty members to devel-
op instrumentation for and conduct research using 
drones for surveying, �sheries, methane detection, 
and other operations in support of Alaskan indus-
try.  �ese faculty members will be supported with 
startup packages to jump start their research and 
graduate students.

d. ACUASI will start a Rural Alaska Honors Institute 
(RAHI) type program to bring  high school stu-
dents from across Alaska to Fairbanks for a six-
week summer drone education program.

e. ACUASI will also develop a dual enrollment drone 
education/certi�cation program o�ering high 
school students training to enter the workforce 
upon graduation.

f. ACUASI will continue to support UAA’s drone 
program, UAA’s Institute for Social and Economic 
Research’s drone economic research, and UAS’s 
drone environmental research.

3.) ACUASI and its partners will continue to advance 
BVLOS operations in the State through the FAA’s 
BEYOND program and the FAA’s Alaska UAS Test Site 
permissions.  �ese e�orts will be focused on enabling 
long-distance cargo operations, medical supply deliver-
ies, and infrastructure monitoring.  �ese e�orts will be 
supported with ACUASI’s new large drone systems and 
pilots, so multiple �ight campaigns can occur simulta-
neously.  

ACUASI will establish a footprint in Galena to support 
research into longer BVLOS cargo operations. 

4.) ACUASI will conduct and expand the new, annual 
Governor’s Autonomous Conference.  ACUASI also will 
conduct a public relations campaign to raise the visibili-
ty of Alaska’s drone ecosystem, highlight Alaska’s drone 
leadership, and encourage companies from across the 
country to come to Alaska for drone testing and evalua-
tion. 

5.) ACUASI will assist the State of Alaska Department of 
Transportation & Public Facilities in developing, eval-
uating, and implementing advanced air mobility infra-
structure.  ACUASI will continue to assist other state 
agency drone programs through research for public 
use operations, such as search and rescue, police and 
�re department support, natural disaster response, and 
measures that will help the agencies reduce costs and 
increase safety.

Note: ACUASI is seeking corporate partnerships and 
sponsorships for buildings, scholarships, and other 
high-pro�le infrastructure and programs.

ACUASI looks forward to implementing this next step 
in creating the new drone economy in Alaska.


