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Earthquake monitoring to protect Alaskans  

Road damage in the MatSu Valley from the Nov. 30 earthquake, one of the 
largest in Alaska history. Photo by Jonathan Lettow via AP

Investing in Alaska’s seismic network 
FY20 $5 million General Fund

The USArray Initiative helps safeguard Alaska through 
seismic data and advanced technology. This project 

will improve forecasting for natural disasters and provide 



Precise earthquake data helped calibrate building codes, 
limiting the catastrophic potential of the magnitude 7 
earthquake in November 2018.

Address real world hazards
According to the U.S. Geological Survey, Alaska is the only 
region of the United States where earthquakes that are large 
enough to be felt by humans cannot be reliably recorded. 
FEMA estimates Alaska’s average earthquake risk at well 
over $50 million annually. The USArray delivers tools to 
reduce that risk.

More than just earthquakes: The USArray includes 
meteorological sensors, cameras and survey equipment. 
Aviation, military and marine agencies, as well as private 
companies, use these data to enhance weather forecasts and 
support their operations across the state.


