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UNIVERSITY of ALASKA ANCHORAGE

Master of Public Policy Prospectus

Program Overview

UAA proposes a Master’s in Public Policy (MPP) degree. The MPP will share a core program with the
current Master’s in Publlc Admmlstratlon (MPA) degree and provnde students with the option to earn an
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organizations (e.g., First Alaskans Institute, Aleut International Association) and policy research institutes
(e.g., SRI International, the McDowell Group) to ensure currency in addressing the skills graduates need
to be successful policy analysts in the public, academic, Alaska Native and non-profit arenas. This
program also will support UAA's goal of moving toward more advanced graduate study; the program can
serve as a stepping stone toward doctoral studies for students seeking that pathway. MPP students
interested in research careers or experience will have opportunities through ISER and other partners in the
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collaboration with a community partner. ISER has worked with students on research such as the impact of
the PFD on poverty, and the 6-credit MPP capstone can allow applications from fiscal policy to fisheries,
rural development. public and behavioral health. education. natural resource manacement. and workforce
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develop research and analysis skills to find solutions to regional problems.
Student Demand and State Needs
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be on a face-to-face program that will include evening and weekend course offerings. We anticipate
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Student Opoortunitieg apd Student Success
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1) Recent college graduates interested in pursuing a career in policy analysis or research in public, NGO
or Alaska Native entities;

2) Recent college graduates interested in preparation for advanced graduate students in public policy (e.g.,
a master’s degree that prepares them for a PhD); and

3) Employees of public, NGO, Alaska Native or policy research organizations interested in advancing
their skills and careers via advanced training in policy analysis and research.

As noted above, there is demand in state, nationally and internationally for employees with the skills that
an MPP degree provides.

The program will require that students engage in research as part of their capstone coursework and
students will either complete a community engaged research project or an applied policy topic research
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For the focus areas, Arctic journals such as Polar Geography, ARCTIC and Polar Record are all available,
and there is a library liaison for that topic. In addition, ISER has an online catalog of Alaska policy
research extending back 55 years.

Current subscriptions include journals such as:
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® Perspectives on Local Public Finance and Public Policy
e Politics and Policy

e Political Research Quarterly
o Policy Studies Journal

& Dyhlie Poloyentid O dmirintention .

e Congressional Quarterly Researcher

® Research in Social Problems and Public Policy
e Energy Policy

e Environmental Policy and Law

Resource Implications
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state of Alaska and Arctic region.

Program Student Learning Outcomes and Plan for Assessment

The MPP learning outcomes, assessment nroeram. and course structure are desirned with NASPA A

standards in mind. Upon completion of the program, students will be able to:

1. Lead and manage in public policymaking and governance
2. Apply, participate in, participate in and contrlbute to the pubhc pollcy process
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mechanisms (e.g. military education). When fully running with both the MPA and MPP, allowance will
need to be made for course spacing (i.e. using a 5:30-8:15 slot four days a week would quickly create too
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semester and maintain a cljlmulativc GPA of 3.0.
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Master of Public Policy New Course Descriptions

PADM A650: Alaska Policy Studies

Employs analysis and problem-solving skills to gain an understanding of Alaska’s dynamic,
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environment, economy, federal influences, Alaska Native perspectives, and Arctic futures.

PADM A651: Issues in Arctic Policy

Provides an overview of current Arctic policy issues from sustainable development to national security,
and introduces major actors and governance structures. Examines the rapid political, social, economic and
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January 13, 2020

B e il dten Suréita, Cnair
c/o Brandi Berg, Executive Officer
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Fairbanks, AK 99775

Dear Chair Buretta:
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tasked with administering very large programs and systems that affect ever st
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Chair Sheri Buretta
January 13, 2020
Page 2

One of the biggest hurdles in implementing and planning needed projects for the State of
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many, if not most, of the big projects in the state take several years to implement, we
D@E‘.‘i"ﬂé’ Fﬂu\hnna danr nf anqlm rot a t 1einege

‘b-ru‘_n- :I
d 1




January 12, 2020

To Whom it May Concern:

I am writing to support the proposed Masters in Public Policy program at the University of
Alaska Anchorage As an alumnus of UAA a supporter of the Umversnty, and a person who is
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mou:e data-driven and research-based direction.

The proposed MPP would focus on Alaska and Arctic-policy issues, further developing regionally
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