
3. Type of Program: 

Undergraduate Certificate Associate  Baccalaureate X

Master's Doctorate Post-Baccalaureate Certificate

4. Type of Action: X Discontinue

Implementation Semester: Year:

8. Teachout Plan (attached) TBD

Submitted by:

Consensus support of AC Not supported by AC

Revised: 11/11/2019

College of Arts and Sciences Sociology

 Board of Regents Program Action Request

Proposal to Discontinue a Program of Study

University of Alaska

1a.  UA University 1b. School or College 1c. Department or Program

UAA

N/A N/A

Page number of attached summary where effects on other programs are discussed: ___N/A____

6. Specialized accreditation or other external program 

certification needed or anticipated. List all that apply or 

‘none’: 

7. Aligns with University or campus mission, goals, core themes, and 

objectives (list): 

None See pp. 8-9 and pp. 11-12 in the attached.

Date:

Date:

Chancellor/Provost    Date:

Recommend approval by VPASR

Recommend disapproval by VPASR
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5ŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ 
/�ĐŽŶĐƵƌ�ǁŝƚŚ ƚŚĞ�ƌĞĐŽŵŵĞŶĚĂƚŝŽŶƐ�ŽĨ�/ŶƚĞƌŝŵ�WƌŽǀŽƐƚ�:ŽŚŶ ^ƚĂůǀĞǇ�ĚĂƚĞĚ�DĂƌĐŚ�ϵ͕�ϮϬϮϬ͕�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�ĨŽůůŽǁŝŶŐ�ƚǁŽ� 
ĞǆĐĞƉƚŝŽŶƐ͗  

�ŶƚŚƌŽƉŽůŽŐǇ�;D�Ϳ� 
�ŚĂŶŐĞĚ�ƚŽ��ŽŶƚŝŶƵĞĚ�ZĞǀŝĞǁ� 

DĂƌŬĞƚŝŶŐ ;���Ϳ�
�ŚĂŶŐĞĚ�ƚŽ��ŽŶƚŝŶƵĂƚŝŽŶ 
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!ǇǇŜƴŘƛȄΥ  CŀŎǳƭǘȅ wŜŘǳŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŦǊƻƳ 9ȄǇŜŘƛǘŜŘ  !ŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ wŜǾƛŜǿ �

/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ¢ŜŎƘƴƛŎŀƭ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ 

�d��ŝƐ�ƌĞĚƵĐŝŶŐ�ďǇ�ϯ�ůŝŶĞƐ�ĨŽůůŽǁŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵ�ƌĞǀŝĞǁ�ŽƵƚĐŽŵĞƐ͘  
dǁŽ�ƌĞƚŝƌĞŵĞŶƚƐ�;ŶŽƚ�ƌĞƉůĂĐŝŶŐͿ͕��ǀŝĂƚŝŽŶ�ĂŶĚ��ƵůŝŶĂƌǇ�Θ�,ŽƐƉŝƚĂůŝƚǇ�ŝŶ�&zϮϭ͘� 
&Žƌ�&ŝƐĐĂů�zĞĂƌ�ϮϬϮϮ�ǁĞ�ǁŝůů�ŶĞĞĚ�ƚŽ ƌĞĚƵĐĞ�ďǇ�ĂŶ�ĂĚĚŝƚŝŽŶĂů�ĨĂĐƵůƚǇ�ŵĞŵďĞƌ͘��� 

/ƻƭƭŜƎŜ ƻŦ 9ƴƎƛƴŜŜǊƛƴƎ 

KŶĞ�ƚĞŶƵƌĞͲƚƌĂĐŬ�ŶŽŶͲƌĞƉůĂĐĞŵĞŶƚ�ŝŶ����ŝŶ &zϮϭ�ĂŶĚ�Ϯ�ƚĞŶƵƌĞͲƚƌĂĐŬ�ŶŽŶͲƌĞƉůĂĐĞŵĞŶƚ�ŽĨ�ĂŶƚŝĐŝƉĂƚĞĚ ƌĞƚŝƌĞŵĞŶƚƐ 
;ϭ�ŝŶ ���ĂŶĚ�ϭ ŝŶ��^Θ�Ϳ�ŝŶ &zϮϮ͘�

/ƻƭƭŜƎŜ ƻŦ .ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ tǳōƭƛŎ tƻƭƛŎȅ 

dŚĞ�ĐŽƐƚ�ƐĂǀŝŶŐƐ�ŝƐ�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�ŶŽƚ�ƌĞƉůĂĐŝŶŐ�ĨĂĐƵůƚǇ͘��KŶĞ�ƚĞƌŵ�ĨĂĐƵůƚǇ�ŝŶ�>ŽŐŝƐƚŝĐƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĂŶŽƚŚĞƌ�ƚǁŽ�ƚĞŶƵƌĞͲƚƌĂĐŬ�
ĨĂĐƵůƚǇ ŝŶ�/ŶĨŽƌŵĂƚŝŽŶ�^ĐŝĞŶĐĞ�Θ��ĞĐŝƐŝŽŶ�^ĐŝĞŶĐĞ�;D/^Ϳ͘��

/ƻƭƭŜƎŜ ƻŦ !Ǌǘǎ ŀƴŘ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜǎ 

WƌŽŐƌĂŵ�

dĞŶƵƌĞͲdƌĂĐŬ 
ZĞĚƵĐƚŝŽŶƐ 
ĂĨƚĞƌ�ϭ�ǇĞĂƌ�

Edd�
ZĞĚƵĐƚŝŽŶƐ 
ĂĨƚĞƌ�ϭ�ǇĞĂƌ�

dĞŶƵƌĞͲ
dƌĂĐŬ�

ZĞĚƵĐƚŝŽŶƐ 
ĂĨƚĞƌ�Ϯ�
ǇĞĂƌ�

Edd�
ZĞĚƵĐƚŝŽŶƐ 

ĂĨƚĞƌ�Ϯ�
ǇĞĂƌ� dŽƚĂů�Z/& 

�ŶƚŚƌŽƉŽůŽŐǇ�D�� ϭ� Ϭ� Ϭ� Ϭ� ϭ�

 



321 I Providence Drive 
Anchorage, AK 99508-4614 

T 907.786. I050, F907.786.1426 

Date: March 9, 2020 

To: Cathy Sandeen, Chancellor 

From: John Stalvey, Interim Provost /).4 5 
Cc: 	 John Petraitis, Interim Dean, College of Arts and Sciences 

Zeynep Kilic, Professor; Chair, Department of Sociology 
Karl pfeiffer, Professor 
Chad Farrell, Professor 
Neita Edwards, Professor 
Susan Kalina, Vice Provost for Academic Affairs 
Claudia Lampman, Vice Provost for Student Success 

Re: 	 AY2 0 Expedited Program Review Findings - Sociology BA/BS 

I have reviewed the BA/BS A r t s  

the S f  T m � 4 i m  3 8  c  4 f l i T 6 / M  1 0 . 5  0  0 3 4 9 5  c  2 5 1 0 1 c 7 1  4 2 w a n t i n g  T m � 4 i M C l 2 0 1  T c  1 0 . 5  0  0 3 8 8 0 � - 0 2 5 1 0 1 c 7 1  4 2 a 0 0 1



Date: February 28, 2020  

To: John Stalvey, Interim Provost  



The UAA Diversity Action Council, which exists to, “to nurture an environment where the diverse 

cultures and bel





 

Date:   February 21, 2020 

To:  John Stalvey, Interim Provost 

From:  John Petraitis, Interim Dean, College of Arts and Sciences 

Cc:  Zeynep Kilic, Professor; Chair, Department of Sociology 
  Karl Pfeiffer, Professor 
  Chad Farrell, Professor 
  Nelta Edwards, Professor

Re:   AY20 Expedited Program Review Findings 
 
 
Program/s in this review: Sociology BA-BS 
 
Specialized accrediting agency (if applicable):  None 
 
Campuses where the program is delivered:  Anchorage 
 
Members of the program review committee: 
 
Zeynep Kilic, Professor and Department Chair 
Karl Pfeiffer, Professor 
Chad Farrell, Professor 
Nelta Edwards, Professor 
 
Centrality of Program Mission and Supporting Role  



1. general education courses for undergraduates in CAS and other Colleges,  

aḃ



Deletion of the BA/BS major but retain a smaller set of faculty for continued contributions of general 

education courses and courses for Political Science and International Studies majors.  This 

recommendation is particularly difficult because the faculty do so many things right.  Exhibit A could be 

that 3-4 incoming students declare Sociology as their major but 10-12 graduate with degrees in 

Sociology.  However, budget cuts are forcing CAS to offer fewer programs to students in the future.  

Despite all that this program does well, deleting the Sociology BA/BS will likely have relatively modest 

impact on the number of students who come to UAA in the future.  Unfortunately, fewer future students 

will discover this vibrant program and its strong faculty in the future, and fewer will switch their major 

to Sociology.  Fortunately, keeping at least one Sociologist will ensure that future students have the 

opportunity to experience the value that this discipline has and experience a core of International 

Studies. Program deletion requires approval by BOR and NWCCU. 
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Submission date: 2/7/2020 

Program/s in this review: 

https://www.adn.com/education/article/anchorage-melting-pot-diversity/2015/05/24/
https://www.bls.gov/ooh/life-physical-and-social-science/sociologists.htm
http://live.laborstats.alaska.gov/occfcst/#g19


association manager, health education specialist, and database administrator, among others. Among the various 



(ANTH, ENVI/GEOG, PS, PSY). Similarly, the pass rate for upper-division Sociology courses was 86.1%, compared to 

85.2% for the other CAS social sciences. 

  

Internal demand: The Sociology program generates considerable demand from students outside the major. For lower-

division Sociology courses, the highest enrollments originated primarily from CoH programs: 

 



had already well exceeded the chancellor’s 3-year goal for student/faculty ratios in every year of the review 

period. 

Class Size (Average Class Size): Average class sizes in the Sociology program ranged in the mid-20s (mean=24.6) over 

the review period, which compares favorably to both CAS (23.3) and UAA (19.1). Much of this advantage is due to 

lower-division Sociology classes (31.3) which, on average, attract roughly 3 more students per lower-division 

section than CAS (27.3) and 10 more students per lower-division section than UAA (20.6). Average upper-division 

Sociology class sizes (15.6) are roughly equivalent to upper-
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● Alumni feedback also suggests that our program has been successful in areas identified as drivers of 
student engagement by EAB (mentorship and personalized attention, research involvement, engaging 
professors, etc.). 

 
Indicator: Reference Letters – An estimated 220 letters of reference were written for graduating Sociology Majors 
during the review period. These included letters for graduate school, law school, medical schoograduieeg 



https://www.cnn.com/2015/06/12/us/most-diverse-place-in-america/index.html
http://tablesofistanbul.com/
https://www.cies.org/grantee/zeynep-kilic
https://www.food-culture.org/
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