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3211 Providence Drive 
Anchorage, AK 99508-4614 

T 907.786.1050, F907.786.1426 

Date: March 9, 2020 

To: Cathy Sandeen, Chancellor 

From: John Stalvey, Interim Provost 1~ M 5 ~ 
Cc: 	 John Petraitis, Interim Dean, College of Arts and Sciences 

Shannon Donovan, Associate Professor; Chair, Department of Geography and 
Environmental Studies 
Dorn van Dommelen, Professor 
Audrey Taylor, Associate Professor 
Susan Kalina, Vice Provost for Academic Affairs 
Claudia Lampman, Vice Provost for Student Success 

Re: 	 AY20 Expedited Program Review Findings - Environment and Society BS 

I have reviewed the dean's findings, the program's response to the dean's findings, and the completed 
Expedited Program Review Template for the Environment and Society BS. 

Recommendations 

My recommendation is to accept the decision and recommendations of the dean and request to delete the 
program after admissions have been suspended and the teach out has been completed. Demand for this 
program is modest Despite the program's high quality, the institution cannot sustain this program. 
Students interested in this field will have access to the Environmental Sciences option in UAA's BS 
Natural Sciences, the BS in Natural Resources and Environment at UAF, and the BS in Environmental 
Sciences at UAS, as well as continuing courses in Geography. 

Decision 

Recommend Deletion 

AY20 Expedited Program Review: Environment and Society BS -Provost's Findings 	 Page 111 
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Date: February 28, 2020 
 
To:



Dean Petraitis has chosen to cut this program because “demand is modest” and it has comparatively 
small number of majors, but what this reductionist view does not account for is the fact that our 
demanding major produces graduates who are workforce ready. We have the data to 
demonstrate this point



Science environmental option is completely unsustainable as a true environmental program. The end 
result would be that the largest university in Alaska, in the largest and most resource rich state in the 
United States, would have no environmental program. (It’s also relevant to note that our students take 
courses in a range of subjects outside of the department: ANTH, PHIL, CEL, GEOL, BIOL, GIS, ECON, ENGL, 
SOC, and others - in fact, our major makes a few courses in CAS and other colleges viable in the first place, 
notably ECON A210, PHIL A303, ENGL A478, BIOL A473, and CEL A292.) 
 
This is highly problematic. When we asked Dean Petraitis, during the meeting in which our program was 
cancelled, how he could justify the decision to cut environmental studies/science at this point in our 



and freshman course selection is tough to break into. But the key issue is likely that 2) we enforce 







2. 
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Submission date: February, 7, 2020 





Å Internal demand: Environmental Studies and Geography courses demonstrate a significant 

amount of external demand. We offer one social science and one natural science course both in 

environmental studies and geography (four courses total), in addition to two GER capstone courses. 

These courses are popular outside of our own major. The environmental studies courses include a 

basic environmental science class and lab and a social science approach to environmental studies. The 

geography courses include a global-issues oriented ñworld regional geography courseò and a popular 

earth science survey course. All four of these courses are common in curricula at other state 

universities reflecting the importance of teaching basic environmental sciences and studies, earth 

sciences, and global issues courses to undergraduates.  

Å Seven year SCH production trend: SCH production has fluctuated a bit over the past seven 

years, consistent with a small number of faculty members. The department has only three faculty 

members and has, from time-to-time, relied on adjunct faculty members to deliver courses due to 

sabbatical and maternity leaves, and a small number of course releases. These resources have not 

always been available so our FTE has fluctuated somewhat, much more than one would find in a large 



faculty is small, it prides itself on being flexible and responsive to changing professional needs 

and the changing landscape of university pedagogy. 

As described above, the program was developed in consultation with professionals in 

environmental fields. Since the programôs founding we have remained closely in touch with 

environmental professionals as we have made incremental changes our program. We have stayed 

attuned with the professional field for a variety of reasons: 1) All of our students are required to 

take internships, keeping us in touch with student work experiences and coordinating with 

professional work supervisors, 2) several of our courses have strong professionally-driven 

objectives including our environmental planning and problem solving course and our field 

methods course, and 3) all students take two professional development courses which bring them 

and our faculty into close touch with our professional peers.  

These professional development courses themselves are pedagogically innovative. They require 

students to develop electronic portfolios which they are then able to use in their job search. In 

addition, the portfolios are used to assess student learning outcomes in the major program. Other 

courses also employ high-impact practices. Most of our courses have a community-engagement 

component and many include service-learning and/or undergraduate research. This is particularly 

the case for our capstone environmental planning and problem solving course which is a studio 

and field-based course with required service-learning work. 

It is important to note that the fields of geography and environmental studies have always 

employed field experiences and many of our courses continue to do this, even with the growth of 

online classes. Our department has also sponsored several short-term faculty-led study abroad 

initiatives. 



A list of 10 notable positions our students have secured post-graduation are: 

 Environmental Science and Engineering Officer, US Army 

 Large Project Coordinator, Alaska Department of Natural Resources 

 
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