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Eric Swanson serves in a variety 
technical and managerial roles in 
academic, entrepreneurial, industrial, 
and volunteer activities. He is on 
the board of directors of Acacia 
Communications, the Danish National 
Quantum Innovation Center, and other 
corporate boards and is an affiliate 
of the MIT Deshpande Center for 
Entrepreneurship and other programs 
at MIT. 

Mr. Swanson is a co-founder or 
founding board member of five start-
up companies: Advanced Ophthalmic 
Devices acquired by Zeiss Meditec 
in 1994, Lightlab Imaging acquired by 
St. Jude Medical in 2009, Sycamore 
Networks (Nasdaq IPO 1999), Acacia 
Communications (Nasdaq IPO 2016), 
and Curata (private).  These companies 
have evolved over time and shipped 
several billions of dollars in products 
around the world. 

Mr. Swanson is a co-inventor of 
optical coherence tomography and has 
advanced the field through numerous 
theoretical, experimental, translational, 
and industrial contributions.  He 
has developed novel fiber optical 
communication technology including 


