


ability to build on knowledge but particularly the ability to build on knowledge from other fields
to advance the knowledge of something that’s very poorly known.”
Of the predecessors whose work he built upon, Collett says, “The list is long. It’s always a long
list when you look at Alaska because of the legacy nature of some really unbelievable
contributions of people, but to highlight the single individual I’d call a true mentor, I’d have to
say it would be Alaskan geologist Ken Bird.”
Collett recalls, “I was kind of unique. I came to the US Geological Survey right after I left Alaska. I
was only 23, and Ken is really the person who taught me how to be a scientist and how to
advance in the responsibilities you have as a scientist—but particularly in Alaska.






