
himself in a parka squinting at these �re-

breathing nozzles near Prudhoe Bay. He 

stood a safe distance away, controlling 

a distant �ying king crab that buzzed 

around �aming �are heads 50 feet above 

the ground. The 2.5-pound �ying machine 

captured video and �ve-megapixel images 

of the �ares and their support pipes, some 

of them jacked by frost and needing repair.

Walker’s mission was to help oil-company 

workers for BP �gure out which expensive 

parts they needed to replace during the next 

summer’s scheduled maintenance. The king 


