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Bathed in brilliant spring sunshine, 41 sled dogs 
lounge on and around their plywood-cube hous-
es. Nearby, three preschoolers ride plastic sleds 
down the hardpack driveway. Gwen Holdmann’s 
husband, Ken Anderson�—�his face tanned cof-
fee brown, just home from Kotzebue and the 
Kobuk 440 dog sled race�—�moves his diesel dog 


